
 

 Get outdoors and explore 

the beautiful treasures 

that the changing season 

has to offer. Create a col-

lage using what you find. 

 Visit the library and bor-

row some simple non-

fiction books about hiber-

nation. 

 Talk about your day and 

encourage your children to 

talk about theirs in the 

correct order. 

 Encourage children to join 

you in making the weekly 

shopping list, helping them 

to hear the sounds in the 

words they want to write. 

T h i n g s  t o  d o  a t   h o m e .  

 

Early Years Topic 
Booklet  
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This half term we are 

exploring the topic... 

 

 

Why do Leaves 

go Crispy? 

 

 

Notices 

 PE is on a Monday Afternoon and a 

Friday Morning. Please ensure your 

child’s PE kit is in school 

 Homework is given out on Thurs-

day and expected to be returned 

the following Wednesday 

 Reading books are changed on a 

Monday 

 

Dates for the diary  

25/11/2019 

Reading workshop 

An opportunity to learn about our ap-

proach to reading at All Saints and practi-

cal ideas for activities to carry out at 

home. 

3/12/2019 

Christmas Cracker Express 

Children in Chestnut and Beech class will 

be travelling on the Christmas Cracker 

Express to see Santa on what is sure to be 

a fabulous experience for the children. 

11/12/2019 

Chestnut Nativity 

The children will be performing ‘Born in a 

Barn’ at 2.30pm. We are so excited to 

show off our acting and singing skills! 

 

As this is a very busy half term, please 

regularly check the calendar on the 

school website. 

 

Please do pop in and see any of our Early 

Years staff if you have any queries or you 

would like to help in some way! 



Through our work and play we will be 

exploring lots of different ideas… 

 

Why do leaves go crispy? What’s in-

side a Conker? Why does ice melt? 

What is hibernation? 

 

We have planned our learning journey 

together, sharing our ideas about the 

things that we would like to learn 

more about. Please come and look at 

our learning journey topic board as it 

evolves each week. 

 

We will be learning through the seven areas of our Early Years curricu-

lum. Here are some examples of the exciting things that we will be 

doing!  

As children’s little minds have wonderful ideas, these activities are 

subject to change. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Taking turns and sharing with increasing independence 

 Following class rules and encouraging others to follow them 

 Using the role-play area to play in groups and elaborate on 

each other’s ideas 

 

Communication and Language 

 Vegetable shop role-play  area 

 Understanding  fire safety rules 

 Using key vocabulary linked to our topic (e.g. hibernate, 

freeze, melt) 

 

Physical Development 

 Daily dough disco to get our fingers ready for writing 

 Daily handwriting activities 

 Developing ball skills (kicking, throwing, catching, rolling) 

 

Literacy 

 Exploring a range of texts linked to our topic such as ‘Leaf 

Man’ and ‘Ridiculous!’ 

 Making marks and explaining what they means 

 Writing some letters in our name 

 Reading and writing tricky words 

 Writing for different purposes (e.g. lists and 

invitations) 

 

Mathematics 

 Acting out counting songs and stories 

 Developing knowledge of one more/one less 

within numbers to 5 

 Exploring number bonds to 5 

 Using everyday language related to time to 

talk about ‘My Day’.  

 

Understanding The World 

 Exploring Diwali and Bonfire Night traditions 

 Exploring freezing and melting  and describ-

ing the change 

 Exploring hibernation 

 Making ‘hedgehog bread’ 

 Using an iPad to take photos and use appli-

cations 

 Talking about family customs during the 

Christmas period 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Exploring clay to make Diwali Diva lamps 

and leaf imprints 

 Using instruments to create our own fire-

work displays 

 Moving to music imitating animals getting 

ready for hibernation 

 Learning and performing songs for our Na-

tivity 

Every half term the children in our Nursery and 
Reception classes develop their skills through our 

cross curricular topic and integrated sessions.  
 

This half term we will be exploring the 
question... 

 

Why do Leaves go Crispy? 
 

“Play is the highest form of 
research.” 

 
Albert Einstein 

 

 


