
ENGLISH 

 

Handwriting  
 

We teach handwriting using the Nelson Thornes Handwriting scheme. There are daily 

mark making activities in EYFS, a minimum of 2 x 15 minute lessons a week in KS1 

and 1X15 minute lesson a week in KS2.  

Some pupils who find handwriting difficult have further intervention. Linking 

handwriting with spelling is one of the most powerful ways of developing the 

visual memory. Handwriting is practised using letters, blends, strings or digraphs so 

that patterns are internalised. In KS2 particular spellings are practised at the beginning 

of each English lesson to reinforce correct handwriting and spelling patterns for that 

week. 

 

Grammar and Punctuation 

 

Punctuation and grammar skills are taught and planned for explicitly as part of the 

English learning journey; the grammar and punctuation skills required for supporting 

the writing for the current weekly unit in each year group are planned and taught. 

Children apply their understanding of grammar and punctuation skills in their 

independent writing. 

 

Spellings 

At All Saints’ we follow the ‘No Nonsense Spelling Scheme.’ The main focus of 

spelling teaching is in looking at rules and patterns. Each year group has specific 

guidance on which rules and patterns are to be taught: 

Year 1: Follow the guidance in the National Curriculum and link their spellings to the 

spelling rules applied when alternative spelling digraphs in Phase 5 ‘Letters and 

Sound’s are introduced. The children are given 6 words to practise the new spelling 

and 4 common/tricky words.  

Years 2 – 6: The ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ scheme is followed. Children are given a 

list of spellings every week. They practise these every day in class using a variety of 

strategies. They also take spelling home to practise. These are tested in a class 

session once a week and new spellings given and introduced for the following week. 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 

EYFS 

 Finger spaces 
 Words match the spoken sounds 
 Write some common words 
 Using pre-cursive handwriting 
 Beginning to use full stops 
 Beginning to write simple sentences 

Year 1 

 Finger spaces 
 Capital letters at the start of sentences and proper nouns 
 Full stops 
 Writing simple and compound sentences 
 Using conjunctions: and, but, or, so, because 
 Using adjectives 
 Using cursive handwriting – letters are clear 

Year 2 

 Writing simple, compound and complex sentences 
 Writing different sentence types: commands, exclamations (starting with How 

or What) statements and questions 
 Use of question marks and exclamation marks 
 Use of commas in lists 
 Coordinating Conjunctions: or, and, but 
 Subordinating conjunctions: when, if, that, because 
 Contracted words and apostrophes 
 Suffixes: ment, ness, ful and ly 
 Joining letters appropriately 

Year 3 

 Capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks and commas in 
lists 

 Commas to separate clauses and mark phrases 
 Apostrophes for omission  
 Accurate verb tenses 
 Prepositions: before, after, during, because of, in,  
 Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions: when, before, after, while, so, 

because 
 Range of sentence openings 
 Paragraphs 
 Expanded noun phrases 
 Joining accurately 

Year 4 

 Use of fronted adverbials with a comma 
 Conjunctions: although, even though, despite 
 Expanded noun phrases 
 Prepositions 
 Standard English (should have/would have) 
 Inverted commas 
 Apostrophes for omission and possession 
 Paragraphs 



 Powerful verbs 
 Joining accurately 

Year 5 

 Simple, compound and complex sentences 
 Relative clause: who, what, which, that whose 
 Modal verbs (might, should) 
 Passive voice 

Year 6 

 Passive voice 
 Parenthesis (brackets, dashes, commas) 
 Ellipsis 
 Semi colon 

 

 


