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Pieter Bruegel the Elder biography and comprehension 
 
Life 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder was a Flemish painter and 
printmaker. He was born in Breda, which is a town in the 
Netherlands. We do not know the exact year he was born, 
but it was between 1525 and 1530. He had two sons. One of 
them became a successful artist, who sometimes copied his 
father’s paintings. Pieter Bruegel the Elder was a very 
successful painter, but he was nicknamed ‘Peasant Bruegel’. 
He got this nickname because of the way he dressed. 
Sometimes he wore clothes like a poor man to help him get 
ideas for his artwork.  

 
Style 
 
Bruegel sometimes painted in a different style to the other painters of the time. Artists 
are often influenced by other artists and Pieter Bruegel’s artwork was shaped by the 
works of Hieronymus Bosch, another Dutch painter. Like many paintings of the time, 
Bruegel used oil paints on wood.  
 
Themes 
 
A common theme of Bruegel’s paintings is that they depict real life. He painted many 
landscapes that showed what peasant life was like in the Renaissance period. Pieter 
depicted everyday events such as agriculture, hunts, meals, games and festivals. This 
was unusual, as most artists painted religious or royal events.  
 
Paintings 
 

  

Bruegel created several paintings of the Alps, 
after his trip to Italy and Switzerland. 
Hunters in the Snow is a famous series of 
paintings, showing the different seasons. 
Another of his famous paintings is The Blind 
Leading the Blind and shows another key 
theme, as Bruegel often painted people who 
had disabilities. 

Before he died, Bruegel asked his family to burn some of his paintings. It was a time of 
unrest in his country and he didn’t want his wife and sons to be in trouble. Therefore 
only about forty-five of Bruegel’s paintings survive. 
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Comprehension questions 
 
Read the biography carefully and answer the following questions.  
 
1. Where was Pieter Bruegel born? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ........................................................................................................  

2. How many sons did Bruegel have? 

 ........................................................................................................  

 ........................................................................................................  

3. What was Bruegel’s nickname? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

4. Who influenced Bruegel’s artwork? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

5. Name one common theme of Bruegel’s paintings. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

6. What did Bruegel paint on? Tick one. 

Oil on wood    Canvas   

Fabric    Paper   

7. What everyday events did Bruegel paint? Name at least two. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

8. What does the painting, Hunter in the Snow, show? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

9. Who destroyed Bruegel’s paintings? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

10. How many of his paintings survive? 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 
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Comprehension questions – answers 
 

1. Where was Pieter Bruegel born? 

In Breda, a town in the Netherlands. 

2. How many sons did Bruegel have? 

He had two sons. 

3. What was Bruegel’s nickname? 

Bruegel’s nickname was ‘Peasant Bruegel’. 

4. Who influenced Bruegel’s artwork? 

Hieronymus Bosch influenced Bruegel’s paintings. 

5. Name one common theme of Bruegel’s paintings. 

Every day rural life or people with disabilities.  

6. What did Bruegel paint on? Tick one. 

Oil on wood    Canvas   

Fabric    Paper   

7. What everyday events did Bruegel paint? Name at least two. 

Pieter Bruegel depicted everyday events such as agriculture, hunts, meals, games 

and festivals. 

8. What does the painting, Hunter in the Snow, show? 

Hunter in the Snow shows the different seasons. 

9. Who destroyed Bruegel’s paintings? 

Bruegel’s paintings were destroyed by his family, as he asked them to burn them 

before he died. 

10. How many of his paintings survive? 

Forty-five paintings have survived.  
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Task one 
 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder often painted 

everyday life. Your task is to create a 

piece of artwork that recreates a scene of 

everyday life. It could be in your school, 

playground, home or park, for example. 

Remember to show the different activities 

that people do. 

  

 
  

 



Pieter Bruegel the Elder biography and comprehension (KS1) 

© www.teachit.co.uk 2019 35276 Page 5 of 5 

Name:  .........................................  Date: ............................................  
 
Task two 
 
Look at the picture of Bruegel’s painting called Children’s Games. What different 

activities can you see? 

 
 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................... 

 
 


